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Self-paced videos and resources
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recordings and 
review resources
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In this webinar:
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Review planning and facilitating online 
discussions

Selecting a Discussion tool in Quercus

PeppeR Basics

Teaching with PeppeR: Building Community 
and Fostering Productive Discussions



What class size do you teach?  

A) Less than 50 students

B) 51 – 200 students

C) 201 – 500 students

D) 501 + students

Quick Poll
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Discussion tools for 
online/ remote teaching
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Modes of discussion

Asynchronous Synchronous

Delayed mode of communication 
Allows for cognitive participation

Real-time communication
Supports personal participation

Increased reflection and ability to 
process information 
Students have more time to reflect

Quick responses are expected

Asynchronous tools such as 
discussions or email

Synchronous tools such as 
videoconferencing chat or online 
meetings

7Hrastinski, 2008, Ragupathi, 2018
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● Communicate clear expectations

● Strategic scheduling

● Meaningful feedback

● Assign group roles

Planning & Facilitating Online Discussions
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In your syllabus and Quercus course shell, include the following text that 
reflects current academic policies:

The University of Toronto is committed to equity, human rights and respect for 
diversity. All members of the learning environment in this course should strive 
to create an atmosphere of mutual respect where all members of our 
community can express themselves, engage with each other, and respect one 
another’s differences. U of T does not condone discrimination or harassment 
against any persons or communities.

Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) in 

Online Teaching

https://teaching.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Creating-an-Inclusive-Online-Environment.pdf

https://teaching.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Creating-an-Inclusive-Online-Environment.pdf


Quercus Discussion 

example
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13Sample Questions

https://education.illinoisstate.edu/downloads/casei/5-02-Revised%20Blooms.pdf


The University of Toronto’s Academic Toolbox
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Organize content
Connect and 
communicate

Assess student work 
and provide feedback

Teach from a distance

Academic Toolbox

- Communicate to students

- Interact with students

- Facilitate collaboration 
among students
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Discussions 
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Discussion topic examples
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Private folders (for individuals 

and groups)

Discussions can occur inside Groups (and 
thus are limited to the Group) or can be 
assigned to a specific section in the course. 



PeppeR

Teaching with Quercus tip: Weekly Video Summary

https://youtu.be/RhZVVrXRFgc 18

https://youtu.be/RhZVVrXRFgc


Exploring PepperR:
Class and Group Discussions
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• How to Install Pepper in Quercus

• Pepper Basics

• Teaching with Pepper:  Building Community and 
Fostering Productive Discussions

• Additional Considerations and Applications

• Coming Soon to Pepper (new features)

• Questions?
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Tell us about…
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Answer in chat

How are you going to share back with your 
colleagues, department and division… 

❑ what you learned today?

❑ the resources we’ve shared?
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After this webinar

Recording
uoft.me/ctsi-videos
in approx. 24 hours

Slides
uoft.me/ctsi-videos

Feedback Survey
link via email

uoft.me/ctsi-videos
uoft.me/ctsi-videos


Quercus support resources
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Upcoming CTSI webinars

Online/ Remote Teaching webinar series: https://uoft.me/ctsi-videos

Organizing Your Course Content in Quercus (Aug. 4) Dates and registration:

https://teaching.utoronto.ca/eventsTeaching with Quercus: Learning Outcomes & Rubrics 
(Aug. 6)

Teaching from a Distance: Webinars and Lecture 
Recordings (Aug. 18)

Active Learning Strategies for Online Teaching (Aug. 19)

Assessing Student Work and Providing Feedback 
through Quercus (Part II) (Aug. 20)
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Quercus support resources

https://uoft.me/qresources 26

https://uoft.me/qresources


Teaching Online/ Remotely 

https://teaching.utoronto.ca/teaching-support/strategies/continuity-planning/online-remotely-pnt/ 27

https://teaching.utoronto.ca/teaching-support/strategies/continuity-planning/online-remotely-pnt/


Divisional support

https://uoft.me/qsupportcontacts 28

https://uoft.me/qsupportcontacts


CTSI website: https://teaching.utoronto.ca

Upcoming events: https://teaching.utoronto.ca/events

Quercus Support Resources: https://uoft.me/qresources

Divisional Support: https://uoft.me/qsupportcontacts

Questions: q.help@utoronto.ca
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Questions?
Thank you!
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